326                               Sri Raghavendra

'Swami, I fail to comprehend how the implied
reference to you as a king who has indulged in thieving,
could be justified.'

'But I have accepted it, since it could betaken that the
words are descriptive of Lord Krishna, who, as a child,
had indulged in stealing butter. As such, I am sumbitting
his prayers at the feet of Lord Krishna.'

'Swami, what an elucidation is this? Really, I have
blundered, in ignorance. Please extend your mercy.'

There is no harm if one cannot recite a stotra or even
if the words are incorrectly pronounced, provided there is
wholeheartedness and unflinching devotion in the
attempt. As such, please ask the devotee to continue
chanting the stotra,' said Sri Raghavendra, before
disappearing.

Next morning, the learned pundit searched for the
devotee and after finding him, caught hold of his hands
and shed tears, overcome by emotion.

The vidwan's action surprised the devotee, as he
could not understand how the person who had rebuked
him the previous day for his inept rendering of the sloka,
could have turned out to be different at that moment.

'Oh Sir, without realizing the purity of your devotion, I
had scolded you yesterday. Please pardon me for that.'

'Swami, it is not clear to me what you are driving at,'
said the devotee to the pundit.

The scholar, in response, informed the bhakta how